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John Mitchell Esq
9 August 2006





Executive Manager (Development Services)

Uttlesford District Council 

Council Offices, London Road

Saffron Walden, Essex CB11 4ER

Dear John

Planning Application UTT/0717/06/FUL - Health Impact Assessment

I have pleasure in enclosing our response to the Health Impact Assessment ('HIA') submitted in connection with the above planning application by BAA plc and Stansted Airport Ltd. 

In reviewing the HIA that has been submitted by the Applicant we have been unable to avoid reaching the conclusion that ERM has carried out its task with the sole intention of giving its client 'a clean bill of health' in order to facilitate approval of the current planning application.  The reasons for this conclusion are set out in detail in our response and summarised in Section 11.  

BAA describes the HIA as 'independent' but by no stretch of the imagination can it be described as independent.  It is quite clear from our examination of the HIA that ERM has viewed its role as one of assisting its client to secure planning approval.  This conflict of interest is accentuated by the fact that ERM has wider business interests with BAA.  For example, ERM is engaged to carry out an annual review of the environmental performance of all BAA's UK airports, including Stansted.

ERM has unquestioningly relied upon BAA input data and worked to a BAA remit which limited the HIA terms of reference such that some of the most important health issues are excluded, e.g. the impacts of climate change and night flights.  There is a consistent tendency throughout the HIA for ERM to dismiss evidence of adverse health impacts where such evidence is unhelpful to its client and to attach undue importance to evidence, however scant, which is helpful to its client.  

There is no more important duty for Uttlesford District Council than its duty to ensure that the health of the local community is not put at risk as a consequence of a planning decision.  As we show in the attached report, a number of significant health risks have simply been ignored by the HIA and others have been glossed over and dismissed without full and objective consideration.  Our central recommendation is that the health issues are of such fundamental importance - and potentially so significant - that the Council must commission a fresh, independent HIA.  BAA should be invited to meet the cost of this.   

As with our main response, we would be pleased to respond to questions on any aspect of the attached  either with officers or with Members of Development Control Committee in open session.

Yours sincerely

Carol Barbone

Campaign Director

Encs

cc 
All UDC Councillors (with enclosures)
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