The Parish Church

Of

Holy Trinity Takeley
Originally dedicated to St. Mary

Dates from the 12century

The earliest recorded priest was

 Ralph, “presbiter de Takeley’s”

Who was in office circa 1141-1151

It is believed that an early church stood on the site

It is the oldest building in the Parish
The Nave

Approximately 16.5m long by 6.5m wide

The first church was a simple rectangular building built of flint rubble and clunch, with probably a small Chancel at the east end.

 It may also have had a small wooden tower at the west end.

It had a door in the North wall with Roman bricks in the jamb

Now blocked up though still visible

The modern stone Font and above it the restored 16th century fonts cover

This cover is hung on chains running over pulley wheels to a carved and gilded dove, which is weighted to balance the cover weight ensuring that the font cover remains in place when it is raised or lowered
West Tower

Is late 15th century of three stages with diagonal buttresses and a South East stair turret.

The first floor of the tower has chamfered beams framed around a square bell-way.

There are four bells in the tower

Treble Bell in note ‘C’

Founder unknown but dated 1579

Second Bell in note ‘B’ founder 

William Culverden

Date 1508-1522 inscribed

 Assit Principio SanctaMario Meo

Third Bell in note ‘A’ founder

John Warner & Sons Ltd London 1896

Inscribed on waist

GOD SAVE THE KING 1607
(R. Hart MA 1896)

Tenor Bell in note ‘G’ founder

 Robert Oldfield 1607

Inscribed on crown BG VICVR also inscribed on band

GOD SAVE THE KING 1602/3

Then inscribed on the waist

MC WM church wardens

The South Porch

The porch is late 15th century, high pitched with 15th century Wall Plates and Tie Beams

South Aisle

This is known as the Lady Chapel

This incorporates the East and South walls of the late 13th century transept

The new altar in this Chapel was erected in 1967 and the above it is of the 15th century

The Chancel 

Was rebuilt in the 13th century with a door in its South wall, in the late 15th century the West Tower was built. It was surmounted with a wooden Spire that was struck by lighting in 1928 and destroyed

The church was completely restored in 1874 and the organ chamber was added

A Rood Screen was erected between the Nave and the Chancel in 1910

