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of sociv-economic impacrs. Table 1.3 provides a broader view of the scope of the
epvironment, zrd of the environmental tecepiors thar may be affected by 4
project

Predicrion involves the identification of potential change in indicators of such
enviromament receptors, Scopme will have dentified the broad categones of impac
w relanon o the project under consideration. I a pamicular environmental mdicator
teg SO levels in the air) revealed an increasing problem m an area. imespecrive of
the project of action {e.g, a power stanon), this should be predicted forwards as the
baselme for this particulas indicares. These ndicators need 1o he disaspregared pond
specifted 1o provide varisbles thar are measurable und relevant, For example, an
economic impact cimild be progressively specified a

direct emplovement — local employment — local skilled employment

In chus wan, st of sipnoficant smpact indicators of policy relevance can be developed.

An ampoertam distinction # often made berween the predicrion of the likeh
mapritide {1.€. size} and the sgnificance (i.e. the imporance for decision-making
of the impacts. Magninude does not always equarte with sipnificance. For example, 5
large increase i one pollutant may still result in an outcome within senerally
accepted standards in a “rofust environment®, whereas a small increase in anorher
mar take = above the applicable standards in a "sensitive environment™ (Fioure 511
In terms of the Sasaman checklst (see Figure 4.8). the lawer & crossine the
threshold of concern and the former is not. This also highlights the distmetion
berween abjecove and subjective approaches. The predicrion of the magnitude of an
unpact should be an objective exercise, although it is aor always easy. The deter-
mination of signihicance is oftén & more subjecrive cxercise. as it normally mvnlves
value judpemenss.

As Table 14 showed, prediction swuld alse wentify derect and indivect impacts
Gsimnple cause—effect diagrams may be useful herel, the geographical exiem of impacts
te.g. Incal, regiomal, national). whether the impacts are heneficial or adverse, and the
duration of the impacts. In addinon 1o prediction over the Tife of 2 project (induding,
for cxample, e comstruction, operadional and orher stares), the analvst should also
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Figure 5.1 Simificance expressed #s a tunclion of mpact magnitude and the imporinnce,
sensttivity of the resourves o recoprors, [Adapted from Englsh Moture 1904, 304
Iestzture of Envimonmental Assessmens (1F4) and Landscnpe Instmere 10035 3



